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CRESCENT ROAD, SOUTH WOODIFORD."

AUGUST, 1932

Pray!

Go, when the morning shineth,
Go, when the noon is bright,
(Go, when the eve declineth,
Go, in the hush of night,
Go, with pure mind and feeling,
Fling earthly thought away!
And in thy chamber kneeling,
Do thou in secret Pray!

Remember all who love thee!
All who are loved by thee,
Pray too for those who hate thee,
If any such there be,
Then for thysell in meeknegs,
A Dblessing humbly claim,
And link with each petition,
Thy Great Creator’'s Name.

Oi if 'tig 'er denied thee,
In golitude to pray,
Should holy thoughts come o'er thee,
When friends are round thy way,
E’en then the silent breathing,
Of thy spirit raised above,
Will reach the Throne of Glory,
Who is Mercy, Truth and Love
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YET ANOTHER DELIVERANCE. HALLELUJAH!

N Saturday, December 5th, at 3-30 p.au.

another very happy event tock place at u

“ Dedicwtion and Pralse” Sevvice, al 101

Creseent Road. A large company gathered

and a wonderful time was experienced.

The Chairman, Alderman A, M. Mathews, J.P.,
after a Hymn of Praise made a statcment as to the
reagon of our gathering and then called wupon
Mrs, ANNIE FLETT (Daughter) to unveil a tablet as
follows:—

“To the glory of God and in loving Memory
of Mr, and Mrs, William Stark, these two houses
were given by their children to the Children’s
Home and Mission—December, 1981.%

‘we shall all remember, as he was called to Higher

Service before the end of the month. Speaking at our

“ mecting held carlier in the year and referring fo

another gift My, Parkinson said “ There are just

-"two things T want to say—First of all I take it that

this gift, which has come to us from our Heavenly
Father, is a signal token of God’s approval of the
work that is going on here. Seecondly, I am sure also
that it is a pledge of future blessing, not only a scal
of what hus been dene in the past bul a pledge that
He is going to do greater things in the future” We
miss our dear Brother greatly and did all our friends
to pray for the family left.

OUR MR, & MRS. WILLIAM STARK MEMORIAL

Mrs., Flett in a very happy speech expressed her
pleasure at being present and meeting so many old
friends and for the great joy it gave her Lo do this on
behelf of the family who were all glad to help on this
great work which they had all known since the start.

The REV, LOUIS ¢, PARKINSON, M.A,
followed with the Dedication Prayer, a prayer which

The service was then continued in the IHall Mr.
W, A, Warwick leading in prayer and Mr. Jumes
Stokes reading a suitable portion of scripture.

The Chairman then called npon:

Mr. J. R. STARK, who said, “ I agked Mr, White
last Satuvday to put me on the programme as early as
possible s0 as to pul me out of my misery, hut 1 had
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no ides that I slrould have to spcak as carly as this.
T have been asked to speak on behalf of my sisters and
brother, and it is with pleasure that I say how much
we all appreciate the privilege of sharing in some small
way in the work of these Homes.

“1{ was some weeks ago. that Mr, White sent me
a letter with regard to having a Public Service in
connection with this Memorial Gift. I replicd 1 was
not keen on it, but on hearing it was to be in the
nature of a Dedication gnd Pralse Serviee, I at onee
agreed.  We have so much to thank God for and we
thank Him ftor such wonderful parents ag He blessed
us with, We remember with gratitude their Saciifice
and interest on our bhehalf, and count it a great
privilege in being able by this Memorial to associate
thelr names with this great work, 1 would like to say
that our family was unanimots in making this gift,
every member sharing alike in their gratitude and
thanksgiving bo God for such devoted parents as we
had. We have to thank Him too for allowing this
Children’s Home and Mission to go on for so many
vears. We realize that it is God’s work and we
vejoice that our parents, by this memorial, will be
associated with it in some small way. - There are also
the great worleers, Mr. White, Miss Hutchin and Mrs.
‘White and others, and thank God that He has kept
their faith so sweet and simple all these years.  This
is indeed a great thing to thank Him for.

“Mr, White never worries about money, but he
trusts God through prayer so that he can do the hest
for theose in his charge. Above all, we praise God
for this great work itself, You come down here
sometimes from the hurry and bustle of the world and
vou go away again strengthened and encouraged,
knowing that God is still good, resolving that youn will
do your best to serve Him more faithfully in tlee
future. T N _

% On the last Saturday in October T was asked
by the family to come over and tell Mr. White that-we
had decided to present these two houses as a Memorial
fo our parents. These people not only pray. they
work, and we are grateful that we have been able to
participabe in this work, =~ 'We hope and trust that
when they have goné God will raise up others to carry

on in the same spirit in which they have followed

THim.”

Mr. . WHITE.  After sympathetic reference
to the great loss sustained by their chairman, Alderman
A. M. Mathews, J.P,, in the sudden Home Call of his
wife, saide— . . ’

“ T -enjoyed Mr. Stark’s speech very much and.T

want to thank him and the family for their-generous
" interest.

‘When we decided to leave Latchelt Road
we searched everywhere for a place to go to, and we
could not find anywhere that really pleased us. Then
we found Creseent Road—it seemed so far away from
everything, right out on the edge of the district—but
God hag set His Seal to our coming here. I want
to tell you how the houses have come into our
possession. - I asked Mr, ¥ €. Stark, the owner, after
the Dedication of the houses given by the late Dr.
Marsh, how much it wonld cost to put up two extra
rooms adjoining the houses and he replied. about
£1,000 to £1,200. He also sald that the two honses
at the end of the road belonged to his family who

- pive the two houses to the worlk.

wonld be quite prepared to gell them to me for £1,200.
T said that was a matter about which we should have
to pray. I remarked ‘They are both tenanted’ and
asked how long it would be before we could obtain

possession, te which: he replied it wounld- possibly
take some months. . X told him that we would
agnin  pray. The tenants of one . house left

on September 20th.  We are sorry they have gone,
but we are glad they have moved. (Laughter) 1
told the owner that we should like to move in at once
uand that we would pay rent; but he told me to leave
it for the time being, He came lo me again and
said ‘ Make your own arrangements,. and I should not
be surprised if we can help you’ A day or two later,
I was talking to & builder friend of mine, and said,
¢ What would vou say if these two honses were given?’
He replied, ¢ Praise the Lord, and sald that when it
did happen he would peint the whole of the outside
free of cost.  Mr, Stark then came along and said
that in memory of their parents, the family wanted to

My builder friend
is going to keep his promise, .

“'Mwo months ago an old friend of mine in Wood-
ford had a 10/- sweepstake ticket sent Lo me from
Treland. He wrote and said that no doubt T had
received the ticket and hoped that at the end of
November I should come into thirty thousand pounds.
T replied that” I did not know anything about
sweepstakes, and asked him to come: and see me,
to talle the matter over. I told him that I wanted
£o be perfectly certain as to what God wanted me tn
do. I thought and prayed about it, and it worried me
5 good deal. I used to wake up'in the night thinking
of this sweepstake ticket on my  mantelshelf. 1
finully wrote and told him that T knew he would be

‘the last man to want me to lower my standard, we had

stood for Faith in God for over 30 years, and I felt
that to accept the ticket would be to lower my flag
considerably, so T returned it. T thanked him very
much, but said that we could not accept the ticket or
a penny, or a thousand pounds as the result of =
gweepstake, . (Applause), 7 -

“When my wife heard of the gift of the two
houges, knowing I had been greatly exercised about the
sweepstake ticket, she said:— There is the answer
30 your sweepstake tickel,’ and 1 believe she was rirht,
God says, ¢ Them that honour me I will honour.” This
dees not in any way elevate us, it rather humilates us,
and we feel in our hearts a deep gratitude to the One
‘Whose Presence i§ with us to-day. - We pray for
continued Grace to be enabled ¢ Not to lower our Flag,’
if ¥ may be allowed to put it in this way.

- “We do thank the Stark family for their great
kindness and for the tremendous ‘push’ they have
given to our work by this Memorial gift. May God's
richest blessing be with them all.”

ALDERMAN A, M. MATHEWS, J.P. * Sitting
on this platform brings back old memories.  Since T
was here last, when we had the Dedication Service for
the four houses. Dr. Marsh, who was then with us,
has now been called to Higher service. I am so glad’
to zee Mrs. Marsh here to-day. We offer her our
heart's affection and gratitude for her husband's work.
T am glad to venew acqueintanceship with old friends.
Tt is many years since I saw Mus, Flett—T1 knew her
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then as Annic Stark, and she knew me as Avthur
Mathews. One thinks of the past and one has had
g0 many blessings that ome is glad and proud to be
able to come here and thank God for them. This is
a greal occasion for Mr. White and for the Stark
family. On the platform last time I visnalized the
time when thesc two houses would belong to the
Homes, and the land adjacent, for them to grow their
“taters’ on.  Part has come true, the houses have becn
given, and new I am wailing for the adjacent land.
One of the houses has become un-tenanted and the
other one will soon be, I am certain.

«We are here {v rejoice with the Starks in their
wonderful parents. “The glory of song are their
fathers,’ and as regards their mother ‘lier children
ghall rise and call her blessed’ These children have
thought something of that glory and’on Dehalf of their
mother they, in that memorial, have ealled her publicly
blessed. And what could be more fitting than that it
showld be for these boys and girls who have no father
and mother. *In the honour of thy father and thy
mother, thy days will be long in the Jand.’ The very
fact of the act of Jove and devotion that has been made
public will become a stimulus, not only to the members
of the family, but to many others who are well-wishers,
s well as to these who are anlookers, so-that from the
memorial they can turn and see the blessing of Godly
and of saintly parents. I know something of the Joy
of doing such a thing. o

« A gift which may be gsomething of a sacrifice, is
not really so, hecause I am confident that the joy
derived -will more than recompense them for the
monetary loss. The very faet will be an abiding source
of -pleasure, for they will feel that they have done
something in -their day for these children. Incidents
in our lives become blurred, but many things remain,
and it is the Gine- qualities of their parents that have
remained - with them, God bless them for thelr
generosity, God multiply to them what they have. given.
May He give them the reward which no man can talke
away, and which He salone can give.. On behalf
of the Momes, the Weorkers, and the Trustees, I thank
 them.” )

THE REV. JOHN JERMYN, 1 think I shall

echo our sentiments as well ag yours, if T say how
glad we all are to be here. There is always such a
spirit of optimism here because of the deep sense of
trust in our God and Creator. Mr. White and 1 started
our work in the distriet at the same time. That was
in 1899; what a time hag gone since-then, DBut Y came

to an organized Church, where someonc had been-

before me, where I had a host of helpers—I was
merely carrying on somebody else’s worle.  Mr. White
hed no such heritage ag that. I remember hearing
that there was a young Bank clerk called White who
had a ‘kink’ He worked in the City all day and in
the evening worked hard as well becanse his * kink’
had led him to adopt-some children, and he'bad Lo keep
them. . That is now & thing of the past, and to-day

the little ones have become a hundred, and we are here:

to praise God. I think I have Been to all the
Anniversary Services and speeial meetings, and the
key-note is “always' ‘praise.’
M» White with o smiling face and a heart charged
with joy. When we met for the first time in our

1 have always seen’

LINKS

history he was smijling, and our friendship has grown
through the years. I have never yet been to & meeting
Lere and scen sorrow, monrning or distrust,  “When
Auntie of the home died, there was no mourning—we
sung * Peace, perfect peace”’ T buried his father a
litlle while after and therc wasg no mourning. 'There
Lias always heen strength and graciousness with
everything in the keeping of the good God. 1 don’t
think things always come al once when you pray for
them—they may be delayed, but they do come. 1
have seen many of the surprises that await those who
trust in God. At other meetings there have been
armouncements that a friend has given sowething
That is the adventurous part of their lives, they are
on Lip-loe—they never know what is coming next. It
ia a romantic experiment. 'I'hai is why we feel so
Chucked * when we coute here, and we go away feeling
that we will do our best for God.

“ We must not assume that we can just pray for
gomething and get it.  The Master said, ‘If ye abide
in Me and I in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it
¢hall be done unto you”  Our procedure is ahiding
and asking, and then, sooncr or later, the gift comes,
That is whal M. White and his helpers have done; and
now we rejeice for this latest gift. We pray that
these gifts may be continued. I should not bec
surprised if we were soon called for another day of
rejoicing, Thank God for His works and pray to-day
that the Homes will carry on with a stronger faith and
o greater trust.”

THE REV. D. . MOORE, of the ifast L.ondon
Tabemacle,. 1 s afraid you have had almost as
much ag you can stand before tea. I am glad to see
go many here—it is a great day and we do rejoice with
our friends. - I often think of the difficulties Mr.
White has to coniend with in looking after all these
children, and I sometimes wonder how he manages to
feed them. It reminds me of the preacher who was
trying to bring home the miracle of the feeding of the
multitude, He safd ¢ And they did all eat” Tt needs
faith to get houses, and faith to provide the daily
bread.. .

“T have been asking the Lowrd for a messago
concerning to-day, and this T think is what He has
put into my mind, ‘ Who then is' willing to eousccrale
his service this day unto the Lord, taken from Ist
Chronicles, chap. 22, v. & It refers to o day of
remarkable rejoieing, when David’s people -had given
willingly and gladly to the building of the Temple.
It was not, however, for David to huild it, but for
Solomon; nevertheless, God put His approval upon it
and the work was full of His spirvit. T was interested
to vead how the Temple was constructed.  David
himself gpave £18,819,000 in gold and silver. His
people gave im silver and gold no less ihan
£988,728,000, an incredible sum. That was in addition
to iron and brass, timber and stone, and other things.
Now, do you wonder that they had 2 joyful day when
God had £lled them with joy? It means that when
the heart is consecrated to God, the hand is filled with
giftts. A predecessor st my Church was preparing to
baptize a man, when the latter said—* Wail a minute,
let me take my pocket book ont.” 1t contained a wad
of hanknotes. e said, *Den’t do that; a baptized
pocket book is a very good thing!  Our friend, Mr
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White, has such a fine Banker, and One who takes
such an interast in him.’

“Let me read you David’s prayer:— Thine, O
Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory,
and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in
the heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the
kingdom, O Lord, end thou art exalted as head above
all. ’

“¢ Both riches and honour come of Tlee, and thou
reignest ‘over all; and in thine hand is power and
might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to
give strength unto all. : i .

%<Now, therefore, O God, we thank thee and
praise thy glerious name.

% ¢ But who am I, and what is my people, that we
ghould be able to offer so willingly after this sort?
For all things come of thce, and of thine own have we
given thce.

“sFor we are strangers. before thee, and
sojourners, us were all our fathers: our days on the
oarth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.

“:0 Lord our God, all this store that we have
prepared to build thee an house for thinc holy name
cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own.’

« And seo, you see, he goes on to thank God,

“1 could not help thinking this morning of that
great man, Paul, who had repcunced everything and
who yet -said ¢ Rejoice in the Lord’  he presence.
of Jesus Christ is with those who trust in him, Aga
new translation puts that famous passage in Phillipians
‘1 am a master of every gituation in Christ Jesus, who
makes strong *—Surély that might be written up over
every building here.  God is-ahle, according to the
abundance of His riches, to fulfil cur every need
For thirty years God has Dbeen blessing them
and now He has overwhelmed them with houses and
love. (od grant that their every need may be met.
Oh, the joy of being God’s own with God at your
hack. (God grant blessing to owr friends, and to the
donorsiof the two additional houses and may all these
boys and girls know what it is to have Jesus Christ
reigning in their hearts as Lord and Saviour.”

OUR TLORENCE BARCLAY

OUTSIDE
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“OUR

IIE 32nd Annual Gatherings, which were held
in the Baptist Church, 8. Woodford, on
Thursday, June 16th, 1932, proved to be times
of real spiritual uplift and refreshment. At

hoth the meetings, Mr. White, in presenting his Report
of the work during the year, told of the wonderful way
in whicl God had supplied all their needs, They had
indeed proved that He was able to do exceeding
abundantly above all they could ask or think, and
even at a time of financial stress and anxiety in the
country at large, :

MISS HOUTCHIN spoke out of a heart full of
gratitude to the Heavenly Father Who had so
graciously watched over the Hothes during another
year, and of the rich gifts of love with which He had
enriched them. ©'I'hig is one of the days of the year,”
she said, © when we are able to come before the publie,
and bell them how the [.ord has provided for all our
needs, for the needs of the eighty children and more
in our care.” She oxpressed her own personal thanls
to all the dear friends who had given. gifts of clothing.
They were sharing with them In the joy of the work,
and all were worlers together with God.  They werc
seeking to win the children for the Lord Jesus Christ,
that, they in turn, might go forth to tell the same skory
of IHis love to others. God had answered thelr
preyews, and had supplied all their needs as they had
put their trust in Him,

My, White, who followed, said that their
hearts were so full that he found it very difficult to
pack into ten minutes an experience of twelve months,
They praised God for the oppertunity of being able
ta bear their testimony to His faithfulness in the year
that had passed. They believed that it was God
Himself who founded the work, and He had carried it
on for all those years, They had simply been channels
through which He had worked. At the beginning of
the work they promised God that they would make
no appeals, but would trust in Him for the supply of
all their needs; and they had becn able lo carry on
the work on those lines. - God delighted to surprise
them by the glorious answers to prayer- which Fe
vouchsafed, :

DR. DAVID SMITIH gave his medical report,
which proved to be a very satisfactory one. God
had been wonderfully good, he said, in the matter of
the children’s health, Most of them would remember
the severe cpidemic of Measles that they had during
the year, yet they had only one child down with it in
the fTome. Thal was partly due to. the fact that the
workers in the Home always took great precauntion to
prevent any infeetion; and jmmediately any children
showed any symptoms of iilness, they were isolated at
once. Unfortunately, even if there were only one
case of an infectious illness in the ITome it meant that
all the children had to miss sclwol for a time.  One
child had diptheria, but that child got quite well again
within a few weeks, The doctor said that af the time

DAY™

when he was usally very busy, namely, from January
to April, there was very little illness in the Home.
They had had one or two troublesome skin diseases to
deal with during the year, but at the present time
every child was quite fit, and all were prescnt at the
meeting, Dy, Smith asked for special prayer on behalf
of the workers, thai they might be kept in good health.
There were, he said, a few verses in [salm 68 which
did express just what they were feeling to-day, “ Sing
unto God; sing praises to His Name.” That wag the
note which they wislied to strike to-day; they thanked
God for the wonderful way in which He had cared
for the health of the children. “Fxtol Him that
rideth upon the heavens by Ilis name Jah.” He was
One Wlo dwelt in the infinities of space, and One
algo Whose Name was Jah. He was the One Who
dwell everywhere, He was the PPather of the
fatheriess, He was a God Who worked; and Mr.
White and his workers had proved that, “ A Father
of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God
in His holy habitation. God setteth the solitary in
familics: He bringeth oul those which are bound with
chains,” God bad broken the chains of sin, and Ile
had given them liberty through Christ Jesus. “1f
there is one here who does not yet know the L.ord
Jesus Christ as a persenal Saviour, I bid you come
and yield your life te Him, and then you will
experience what the Psalmist experienced, when he
gaid, “Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain,
wherchby Thou didst confirm Thine inheritance, when
it was weary.” God had sent down showers of
hlessing upon Mr. White and his workers, And
they rejoiced together that God had been so good tr
them during the past year.

MR. JAMES BARLOW, of Bromley, who
presided, sald how glad he was to be associated with
the work of the Homes. It was a great privilege to
be able to take part in God’s work anywhere and to
enjoy fellowship with others whe were serving Iim,
When he wag converted, he said, he lost many friends,
endl sometimes he felt very lonely, but sinee then He
had gent him many friends, and he had sinee realised
that the friends of his unconverted days were well
logt, It was indeed s, privilege to be associated with
such a work as that in which Mr. White oand his
workers were engaged. They had a wonderful God,
and it was p wonderful tonic to their faith to come
into toueh with a work which was so bléssed by God.
Oh, that more of the Lord’s people understood the
wondrous privileze of going straight te Ged through
Jesus Christ, They so often took their troubles and
their difficulties to this friend, or that, and they got
advice here and there, If only they would remember
the words eof the old hymn,

“ Oh, what peace we often forfeit
Oh, what needless pain we hear.
All beeauge we do nol carry
Everything to God' in prayer”
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“if you will only trust Ilim,” Pharaoh had pul
himself up against the Most High God, and he was
determined to destroy the Children of Israel, but little
did 'he reslise that he wag fighting against the God of
Heaven, there was nothing for him but desperate
defeat. God was going to get honour and glory to
His Name, Gud’s honour and reputation were
wrapped up in the destiny of His people. “ When
any child of God finds himself or herself in a difficult
plight, God’s henour is always ot stake. Let us at
such a time always pray, ¢ Father, glorify Thy Name.
That is the best prayer we can possibly pray.”  Mr.

Rowdon said hé believed that God sometimes brought

them into a difficult gituation in order to prove to them
His mighty power. God spoke through Moses to ihe
Children of Israel and He told them that they would
go through the Red Sea on dry land, And they read
that Moses did what God had commanded him, and
stretched forth his hand over the sea, It was just
at the darkest hour that God was at work; they read
that the watcrs were a wall unto the Children of
Isracl. That which had bBeen their greatest stumbling
Lbloek beeame a protection to them. All that His
people had to do was to trust and obey.

The third step was a complete deliveranes. When
God -did a thing e did it thoroughly. There was a
thoroughness about all God's work.  The only time
when God’s work did not appear to be thorough was
when IHis servants failed Him. The Children of
Israel got safely over to the other side; and the
Fgyptians were overthrown in the sea.  “Thus the
Lord saved Israel that day.” - And the Children of
Isrvael saw the Hgyptians dead upon the seashore. Was
that nol a picture of the Christian life.  They had
been ransomed by the Blood of the Lamb; they had
passed through the Red Sea; and they knew that the
Bgyptians were dead. " And the living God is here
in these Flomes. I take courage myself when I realise
that God is still the same to-day, and just as He
delivered His ancient pcople, and led them safely
through the Red Sea, so He will lead you angd me,”

MR. WHITE’'S ANNUAIL REIPORT

It affords me real pleasure to give for the 82nd
time a brief Report of * God’s dealings” with us for
this another year. Fivst let me gay that we are
delighted to see such a good company present and we
are agaln greatly encouraged by your sympathy thus
shown and for “’T'he tie that hinds our hearts in
Christian love.”

We are very glad to have with uy too our
chairman and speakers for to-day and feel that God
has a message for us from them and we praise God
for the push in soul that we receive at these gatherings,

I have received letters from several friends who
cannof be with nsg—I will mention one or two.

Rev. C. E, Charlesworth, Barking Tabernncle
writes:—* I very greally regret that 1 cannot be at
your Annmal Gatherings to-morrow, but I send you my
prayerful good wishes for the manifest Presence and
blessing of the Children's Friend. Your Woodford
Homes make a special appeal for the generous support
of the Lord’s peaple, inasmuch as they care for the
motherless children. There are Homes for Destitute

and for fatherless and parentless children, but there
are all too few homes for the motherless little ones,
than whom none are more needing the love and care
of Christian people.”

Mr. V. G. Levett is sorry he cannot be with us
but he is speuki,qg at Wesl Mcrsea,

Mrs. Inskip (wife of the Bishop of Buarking)
writest—* I am so very sorry that [ cannot be at your
meetings, I shall think of you and pray for you on
June 16th. AN best wishes for a very happy day Lo
you all.”

Richard Cadbury, Esq., J.P., Worcester, wriles:—
“ Very sorry I cannot be with you. May you have the
Lelp and inspiration of the Divine presence.”

Sir James Slade writes:—* 1 am in reccipt of your
invitation, but regret that I am unable to be with you
on the 16th June., I hope youn will have a suceessful
meeting.”

Rev, D, M. Moore, Kast London Tabcernacle,
writes:—* I am sorry 1 shall not be able to be present
with you as we go for our holiday on the 15th. May
God give you a great and wonderful Anniversary.

Mr. Bruce Flege also regrets his inability to be
with us.

Rev. K. DBarnarde, Green Gosport, writes:—
«Thanks for reminder of your 82nd birthday, it
revives happy memories in my soul. I thank God
for the Gospel of His Grace that brought us together
and mage us one for all time and times yet to come,
May God’s richest blessing rest on your gatherings, I
would love to be with you, but cannot. :

We started the year with 81 children—22 have
been received and 14 have left us, leaving a total at
the end of April of 89 or 494 cases we have helped
since the start. Four girls have been placed in service
during the year and five boys have been sent from us
to work and five have been sent back to pavenis as
circumstances have altered.  All the 22 cases have o
sad story to tell, but it is impessible to give details
Lere as the children are present, but we hope to deal
with some of these in our next Links.  You will be
glad to know that a good number of the children have
professed conversion during the past year and we
should be glad if you will pray that these may grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Sgvionr Jesus Christ. We have-also seen a good
number of our old children during the past year and
letters from others are encouraging.  One hoy from
Quebee says “1 am writing to et you know that T am
getting on fine . , . My master is a very nice man
and always offers to talke me to Church in his car,
but 1 don’t often get there in the winter time . . .
T would like to see the new Hall—ls it all paid for?
I am enclosing a gift towards it. 1 am trying to
live as you taught us but am finding it hard. It is
no easy thing to live the life of a christian out here.
My master belives in God, but he does not seem to
understand it like you taught us . .. Love io all at
home” Anaother writes: “1 expect you will be pleased
to hear 1 am getting married on Boxing Day. Of
course I should be very pleased if you or someonc
from Woodford could possibly manage to turn up to
the wedding. I often think of -you &ll even if I dn
not eorrespond a great deal. Please remcmber me
to mother and all”  Trom an old boy.
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A letter received during the past week—" Pleuse
accept 5/- as donation to your Home, L wish it were
more. It may interest you to know that in 1918 [
met a real nice fellow who was Electrician at National
Aero Engine Factory, Hayes, Middlesex. Ile was @
fellow I had every admiration for—clean living and a
gentleman—one day he came round with one of your
hoxes—maturally 1  was interested, and during
conversation he told me he was one of your boys,
Lhence the nice chapacter, I thought I would mention
this ag it is evidenl that their traing is carried into
their commercial life. I wish I could recall his name
as it would interest you I lknow.”

Extraets from a Letter received this morning from
ene of our old girls, now married with a family of her
own:i—* Just to wish vou all a very happy and blessed
time toe-morrow. How quickly the years roll on.
Just faney the 82nd Annual and T know you can say
what a wonderful 82 years they have been. I would
love to be with you but eannet manage it this year
Things have been rather difficult, but we can still sing
and praise the Lord because we have His peace in out
Lhearts. We shall be much in prayer for you all and
of course we shall be 2t Woodford In cur minds and
thoughts all the time . . . What an ipspiration those
mneetings are, My word how we, as old girls and boys,
love to look back to the time when we were youngsters
in the Home. IHow excited we used to get about the
Aunyal meetings, but now we understand and realine
more what it really means and all it stands for and all
that ig at tlhe back of it all. Oh how we thank God
for you all and pray and trust that God will continue
to bless and prosper all your work for Him. We are
having some very blessed times at the school hall on
Sunday evenings. Our building fund is inereasing

slawly. We have £34 and will continue to pray for
the rest. QGood-bye, God bless you all.  Still yomr
old girl.”

Tsle of Wight:—* Once again the Festive Season
has arrived and looking back over the past year we
have s lot to be thankful for although at times it has
not Been any too bright, but in the darkest hour there
appears a shining way to give us new hope . . . Many
thanks for Links . . . Am sending you just a trifle
for the Lord’s work yon are nobly carrying on . . .
It iz 14 years since we visited you, but I can still
picture the Home. Wishipg you God's richest
blessing . . . From one of your many Sons-in-law.”

“Thanks very much for finding me a situation, I
appreciate very much the care you have taken of me
and my sisters during our stay in the ITome, I shall
pray for you aud the workers daily. An old boy.”

With regard to finances. We closed the previous
year with £40 In hand and our income hag totalled
£1,868 whilst our general expenditure has amounted to
£1,299 and in additions and alterations and decorations
we have spent just over £400, leaving a balance being
excess of income over expenditure of £158. This is
most gratifying and the largest balance we have ever
had te carry forward to the new year. Our friends
toe will remember that in January, 1981, we held a
Praise Meeting for the gift of the four houses {for
which we had been paying rent for 30 years) by Dr.
T. ¥, Marsh, and Tagt December those whe do not
know, will be glad to hear that two furtler houses
were given to us as a memorial to Myr. and Mrs.
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William Stark by their children, Nos. 101 and 103
Crescent Read, adjoining our property,  This makes
G houscs nnd the Florence Barclay Memorial Hall, now
the property of the Children's Home and Mission and
18 trustees have been appointed by Trust Decd, which
Decd has been entered at the Charity Commissioners.
Thng we see that although 1981 was the most
distressing year financially in the country that any of
us present have koown, we had given in answer to
prayer for special purposes apart from the upkeep of
the Home more in that year thun we have ever received
in any year since the Home started,

The Diary discloses a wonderful record of God’s
goodness in supplying our daily need. (Full dectails
will be in the Links., If you do not receive a copy
and would like onc pleuse leave yeur name and
nddress with one of the stewards) and it is just
wonderful te see how God touches the hearts of people
in different parts to send. Timec and again our special
need has been brought before the Lord and we have
proved the truth of the Word that “If my people
will pray then will T hear.” In the early part of the
year wo were requiring a good amount of money to
meet the expenses for alterations, the bill coming to
over £150 more than we expected and from Sunderland
we reeeived a cheque for £100 and from Victoria S.W.
London #£60, both legacies and unexpected. On
another oceasion a retired school teacher from
Leytonstone called and left Dividend for £21 Is. 0d
Another time we were in special need and in one day
we roceived from Walthamstow £1, Christchurch-2/6,
Readers of the British Weekly 7/-, Leyton 2/6,
Chingford §/-, N. London 6/-, West Ham £,
Doncaster 10 guineas, Walthamstow 5/-, Highpgate
£6 1s. 0d., Walthamstow £1, 11 gifts £24 18s. 0d.

The Working parties” have done splendid service
for us again thig year in making necessary garments
for the children and these together with the parcels
gent by different friends have greatly helped us in
clothing our children. TItems such as 24 doz. sheets,
20 towels, 14 blankets, 4 dozen toothbrushes have all
come when we have been in speciul need.

With regard to bools:—You will remember the
friend from Barkingside whe had helped us in
repairing these in the Home was suddenly called to
Higher Service 12 months ago last March. Since then
a friend from Leyton asked us to send him on the
average a dozen pairs of boots a week, which he has
repaired splendidly for ug, finding the material etc.,
without any charge. "This is a tremendons help, as
you who are parents will rcalize what it means to leeep
00 children well shod. We also thank God for our
Boot Funé which this year rveached £381 6s 8d.
which is sent by Shoebury and Woodford friends.

Re Food:—I see one item in the Diary “ Loughton,
1 cwt. cocoa, specially needed, none in stocl,” other
items such as sacks of flour, tea, a large quantity of
bacon (on several occasions s box of bacon has been
left on the doorstep) snd on many oceasions several
quarts of milk.  Our friends atl different Churches
and Halls who sympathise with the work greatly
asgisted us this year in sending proceeds of Harvest
festivals—these were o tremendous help. Al
Christmas time our needs were again wonderfully
supplied.  Three turkeys were sent in from different
{friends, beef, ham, and all the necessary Christmas fare
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and we hud a great time,  One thing T must mention—
We got to 10,80 Christmas eve and had not
enough cake and at this late hour a friend drove up
unexpectedly in his car and brought guite a lead of
cake. Our friends will regret to learn that our good
friend who supplied us with fish for so many ycars was
ealled Home o few months ago, but I am most happy
to report that his sen has kindly promised to continue
sending the 56 lbs. fish twice a week., Quite =
quantily of woed too had been received during the
YEaT, Tn fact, T think, I had better read the whole
diary to you.

Tiine fails to tell of the Mission Work we have on
hand for God, including our Sunday School and Gospel
meeting in our Florence Darclay Memorial Hall, We
have a fine band of teachers with Miss O. White as
Superintendent, Mr. H. Paske, Seeretary and Mr. T
Carter, Treasurer, whilst Mr, ¥, 5. Carter is Secretary
and Mr. T. W. Homme Treasurer of the Mission,

“ Brethren pray for us.”

EVENING MEETING

AL the evening meeting also the children oceupied
sents facing the congregation.  Their singing, under
the leadership of Mr. White, was greatly appreciated.

A Dbright little address wag given by the Chairman
1t.-Col. STUART S. MALLINSON, D.5.0., M.C.
Referring to what Mr. White had said, he felt that
there was no need for him to say anything more Lo
jmpress wpon their minds the wonderful work
which is being carried on here. In spite of
the cheery words, there was no doubt about it but
that they were living in anxicus times. Ilc told a
story of a man who was driving his motlor car down a
steep street in & Cornigh village, and he stopped end
asked a yokel the way, and his reply was that he had
never heard speak of that place; the man continued his
woy down the street, when he heard the yokel shouting
down to him and waving him to come back. Tt was
rather difficnlt backing the car up that steep street,
but after some difficulty he managed to get back to
where the yokel and his companion were standing;
and he was greeted with the words, “ My comrade does
not know the way either.”

Tt was an encouraging thing to find anyone like
our friend who had a definite idea ag to the way to go
in life. One encouraging sign in the life of their
nation was this, that it was realising more and more
that it could not live to itself; that they all had a
responsibility to their neighbours, and to.the welfare
of their neighbours. And as they thought of the
many organisations in existence they realised that
there was, in spite of difficulties, much to encourage
them in these days. And so much of the work was
voluntary, Fe ventured to say that it would be a bad
thing for their nation when everything that was done
was done by Act of Parliament.

The Chairman said hic heard o story of a man who
was making a road, and some children. came slong
and they spoiled what, apparently, was his perfect
work; and be went home very angry, and he told his
wife about the childven. “ DBut I thought you loved
children  she gaid. % Yes, so I do,” he said,” “but
T Jove them in the ahstract; not in the conerete””  Mr.

White, and those who supported liim in the waorlk, loved
the children under the most trying conditions. There
were Lwo speeial gualities in  his  character—
consisteney and courage—-and If it had not been for
his consistency and his courage, those children, nearly
numbering 500, would not have had the blessing and
the joy which had come into their lives. Faith and
courage in udversity were necded to-day.

Mr, Mallingon szid that just before leaving home
he saw onc of the wmost beautiful sights that anyonc
could see. He had a little boy, nearly threc years of
age, “and no more beautiful child was ever born.
My wife and I never digpute that faect.” Just before
leaving for the mecting he went up. to his hedroom,
there he was with his rosy little checks fast aslcep,
with ig arms folded across his little chest.  And they
thought of Mr. White’s Homes, how that he had taken
hanéreds of little children, and had given them the
opportunity of developing their lives, not only
physieally, but also moraily und spiritually.

A lady recently had said that she must cconomize,
and her iden of economizing was to give up her sub-
scriptions, and to give up supporting -societies which
she Iad supported for many years. That was just
abont as false an economy as anyone could have,
Ticonemy in certain divections—yes, but not in thosc
divections which bromght out the best in  one's
character. “T want to say to you, Mr. White,” said
the Chairman, *that whatever my simple gift, arising
out of this meeting to-night, that T.am going to give
may be, I will do semething wuch more than that. I
am going to get my four children, who at the moment
are blessed with good health, and whose Tutures are
reasonably secure; I am. going to get them lo try
gquietly, and not ostentatiously, to interest themselves
in your Homes. Perhaps they may leave something
on the door-step! And perhiaps some day T shall have
to thank you, not only for the pleasurc and privilege
of presiding over this meeting to-night, but for the
opportunity that you have given me to help to develon
their spiritual life which, after all, is the best
possession that anyone can have”  The Chrigtian
#aith, he said, had brought te childhood a2 new hope.
Mr. White started the work moved by a Christian ideal.

He would say, in closing, Do not give up your
support of such a work because things are difficult.
Make up your minds that whatever saerifices you may
have to make, that you will follow the example that
Jesus left us, and will put the children first.

CTHE REV. XKENNETH PARKINSON, MA,
confessed at the outset of his address that he was
there to learn. What lie had heard from the repert
confirmed his own experience of what Jesus Christ
could de through faith, Ie guoted a verse from the
78th psalm, “He smote the rock,. that the waters
gushedl out, and the streams overflowed.” That psalm
was_a history of the Children of Isvack; and it amazed
him that after witnessing such.a iniracle of the power
of God that the Children of Tsrael eould doubt His
power to give them bread also.  Should they not add
their experiences together, so that they might
accumnulate and grow and gather force? ‘l'here was
that first experience of theirs when they yielded their
lives to the Tard Jesus Christ; and they believed theat
He wonld and could keep them. They had known the
power of the Lord Jesus Christ in their lives, Mosgt
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of them could say that they had had that experience
of faith in IHim.  And could they not quite rightly
borrow those experiences of faith that others had
enjoyed? If God could do wonderful things through
one man, then He could do it throngh any man. He
could do it through any one of them. *T.et us take
the faith of other people and make it our own, Things
happened in most unlikely places.  Whe would ever
have thought of water coming out of u rock? Who
would have theught of the redemption of the world
coming out of Nazareti? Who would have thought
of the Light of the world coming from a carpenter's
shop ? Who would have thought of the apostles
coming from those who were ignorant and unlearned
men ? God may have great things to de in and
through us if we will but trust Him and put our faith
in Him? I come to confirm ny own little faith in
Flime, and also to borrow from the experience as we
have heard it, to-night and to say te myself, If God
can do such wonderful things through prayer and faith,
1 st try and make such an experience my own, and
gee if 1 cannot let Him do sowething through me.
After all, Ged's blessings are always overflowing. Ilis
grace is enough for all.  'The water of life from the
Ttock which is Christ Jesus flows freely for all. Tt
us open our hearts to Him as a vesult of this wmeeting,
_for He wants to do something through our hearts and
lives. We say to you, Mr. White, “ We give thanlks
to God always for you all, making mention of you in
our prayers; remembering without ceasing your work
of faith and labour of tove, and patience of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.”

MR. FJAMES S1TOKES, the nexl spesaker, said:
“T would like to say on behalf of my brother triistees,
how mueh we do appreciate being associated with this
great work, and with Mr. White and his workers here.
The Mother of the Homes is a tiny little woman; think
of all these children. who call her *Mother! . That
little body of hers encloses & great big hewrt. We
thank God for Miss Hutchin and for all the other
workers, We congratulate them im being called by
God in this great service, and we praise Him that w
are permitted to help in some small way. - -

“ [ suppose it 8 true to say thut no annual meeting
lias been held in such conditions, both pationally and
internationally,  as those in which we find ourselves
to-day. The present time even eclipses those anxious
war years. One could hardly be guilty of exaggera-
tion in applying the words of St. Luke to the present
day, “Upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity. Men’s hearts failing them for fear.! We
find also as we look into the religious life of to-day
that there is grave cause for anxiety. There are
many things happening which make our hearts sad.

“ With the dismal outlook around us perhaps one
is led to question whether God has left the weorld to
its own devices, whether He has cast the world off for
ever, whether He has sickened of its sin and
wickedness. If you are ever tempted to ask such
questions, will you just pay a visit te the Homes in
Crescent Road, South Woedford,” Ilere in this ‘spot,
not a few minutes walk from this Church, we have
concrete evidence that “ God is”  We need to-day
ta re-affivm that, and that Fle ig still the Rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him. - Here in these Homes
we have concrete evidence of the unchanging faithful-

ness of God, and His abiding love and care. In a
yenr when the nations are bemoaning the fact of
financial depression and loss, these TIHomes  arc
rejoicing in the largest income they have ever known.
God has nolt left the world when things like that
happen. No, the world hag forgotten God. But He
still responds to the faith and prayer of His children;
and where faith is exercised, as in these Homes, the
miracle of the loaves -und fishes becomes a daily
experience. ~ 'I'he currency of heaven is uol hased op
the gold standard.  Ged has an inexhaustible supply;
it is o never-ending stream; its value is never dimmed
with the passing of the years. We need to remember,
Christian  friends, in these days of stress and
depression, that upon cach one of us there rests a
great responsibility; let uns not forget that we are
childven of the King. We do nol want to go through
the world making apologies for being Christians, We
huve a great part to play,  Amidst the breank-up of
man’s system, the Christian has no need to fear,
because his life is hid with Christ in God.  We have
faith in an unchanging and immutable God, ‘My
sheep hear My voice and they follow Me,’ says Joh in
his Gospel.  And the Apostle Paul takes up this same
strain of assurance. * All things are yours, and ye are
Christ’s, and Christ is God's’ Do you wonder that
these Homes have stood the test of the years? ~ And
their experience may be our expervience too. Let the

world see that with Christ in the vessel we way smile
at the storm, We need have no fear, because our
lives are thus held by Ged, we can have peace. We
are to be the channels of God’s grace, We are to let
the world know that God is unchanging, and that IHis
system is eternal. The world is waiting for Christians
who will ghow that they are trusting in God Who never
changes, in Chirist Who lives eternally. You have
had a tangible evidence of what the prace of God can
do. And the reason why our brother, Mr. White, and
hig friends, have been able to carry on is because they
have endured as seeing Iim Who is invisible.”

THE REV. T. W. THORNTON (Woodrange
Baptist Church) in referring fo the late Rev, L.
Parkinsen, said: * I stand here with mingled feelings,
for I realise I am standing upon holy ground where
that fine servant of God ministered for so many ycars.
The report of the work given by Mr. White has been
to me a perfectly thrilling revelation; but if 1 am to
give you the message which T feel that God has given
me, 1 must make no reference whatever to that fine
report, but I ghall treasure it in my heart, and T will
give a large place in my prayers fo the work of which
it tells. .

“7T feel T have had laid upon my heart o subject
which I should like to develop in your hearing to-night.
When the disciples of Jesus, after the stilling of the
storm, said in wonder and amazement, ‘ What manner
of man is thig? ” they gave expression to that common
utterance which a cloge and reverent study of the life
of our Lord must call forth., His Nume is indeed
wonderful. And, notwithstanding, the nillions of
sermons thut have been preached about Him, or the
myriads of books which have been devoted to the
exposition of IMis worth, His works, and His words,
the subjoet is as fresh to-day as ever it was. 1 feel,
therefore, led to speak to you for a little to-night upon
the greatness of Jesus Christ, as it is expressed in that
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question of the disciples, * What manner of Man is
thisp’ ’

“ Now there are two considerations meeting us
right on the very threshold of our enguiry. One calls
for a stntement of fact, and the other for a statement
of measure., The fact is this, that Jesus Christ was a
Man; though He was very much more, He was that.
However much the supernatural clement which
surrounds the life of Jesms Christ may be called into
question, there ls not a school of thought on the earth
to-day which deubts the historicity of Jesus.  Men
anay have honest doubts regarding every article of
the Christian creed, save one, and that is uttered
without the slightest reservation by all—*suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.
Christianity is rooted in « life that wag lived in the
cearth.

“Then as to Lhe stutement of measure. How
are we going to measure Him?  Shall it be by the
standard of His achievements? If so, then what did
He do? He never printed a pictere, or wrote a book,
or chiselled a statue, or constructed a philosophieal
system, or made a discovery, or conlrived an invention,
e never wore o crown, except one of thorns. He
never held an office in the Church or State. He did
absolutely nothing in  arl, literature, science,
philosophy, invention, statesmanship, or war-—the
seven kingdoms of which all the world's greatest men
have reaped their honours. Jesus never entered into
any onc of them, yct He stands forth with a greatness
that {s colossal and regal, compared with which the
greatness of the kings of the earth fades into
insignificance.  Charles Lamb uttered & great irulh
when, surrounded, as he was by all the leading lights
of his day, he turned to them and said, ‘ Gentlemen,
if Shakespeare was to enter this room we would all
rise to greet him; but if Jesus Christ was to enter
this room we would fall down and worship Him.” No,
Clirist cannot he counted great by His achievements,
as achievements are usually understood.

%1y {here any other test we can apply? It is
said that some are born great, and that others have
greatness thrust upon them, Ts that true of Jesus?
He came mto a world that did not want Him,
however much it needed IMim, He was born in a
manger because there was no roow for Flim in the inn.,
Tt would be very difficult to find a life which had
before it such a prospect of obscurity as that of the
Dabe of Bethlehem. Born in great poverty, the Son
of peasant parents, whose hands were havd with the
toil for daily bread. And amid the silence of the
eternal hills’ He lived for the greater part of thirty
years, toiling in the carpenter’s shop at Naxareth,
supporting His mother, probably a widow, and acting
as a father to His brothers and sisters. = Well if that
ig what 15 meant by being born great, then our notlons
of greatness will have to undergo a viclent and drastic
rrevision. “Is not this the carpenter’s Son?’ they
sneered after Him. And when Fe came out of His
ohscurity, and commenced His publie ministry, do you
find any hint of iny grealness being thrust upon Him.
“The only thrusting I have been able to discover is
when they tried to thrust Him over the brow of the
hill; and when the soldier thrust the spear into His
side.  Oh, ves, some are horn great, and some have
grestness thrust npoen them, but you will not find the
Name of Jesus of Nuogareth among them.

‘thou, stern Roman judge?

¢ Then what sbout suceess? 1ieé workd is s0
generons in its iributes to successful men. Lowly
birth i8 no barricr to that rcalm of greatness. * From
Log Cabin to White House * is a biography which has
never ccased to charm., Wilness the ease of Disraell,
the child of a hardly tolerated people, who was met
ut the beginning of his carcer, when he stood ap in
the House of Corumnons to wmake his maiden speech,
with scorn and mockery, through which he drove the
decluration of his imperishable conviction, * You will
hear me yet, which they did Jesus Christ had a
wessage Tar more vital than ever crossed the lips of a
statesman, vet He failed to make men hear Iim, and
wept over the city that had ignored IIim, On one
occasion He gtarted with a congregation that numbered

. over five thousand people as they came fresh from the

buoquet which His bountiful hands had spread in the
wilderness, but before He was half-way through IHis
sermon only twelve remained, and it seemed as if there
was a desive even on their part to depart also, for He
said unto the twelve, * Will ye also go away??’ And
after a life of hard, strenmous toil for three years, He
could only number a hundred and twenly disciples.
No, from the standpoint of His earthly ministry among
men Jesus Christ was a failure, He cannot be
accounted great either from the standpoint of
achievement, or birth, or from the standpoint of
success.  Well may we say, * What manner of Man
is thig?®

“ Gp we come back to the question, and it may be
that we have been on the track of the wrong thing
when we have sought for standards wherewith to
measure Him. Where are you going to get the
standard to place alongside Jesus Christ?  Jesus was
great in soul. His inflnence lay within the realm of
His personality and in the kingdom of His chavacter.
“ The highest, holiest Manhood, Thou' He was the
crystal Christ.  “In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men' You do not know what life is until
yvou have seen Jesus Christ.  Think of His physiceal
life. He never knew what it was to be ill for an
hour. And if there is one conception of Christiunity
apainst which I hurl myself in absolute defiance, it is
that view which some.voung people may be disposed to
take of it, which pictures a Christian as an cflfete,
namby-pamby, milk and water being. No, one finds
the model Chrigtian in the Master Himself. If you
want a picture of Jesus Christ in all the strength of

-Hig physicnl manhood, watch Him as He goes sweeping

through the Temple courts, with a sconrge of knotted
eords, driving out those cheating Jewish traders, 'When
the chief priests sent their officers to arrest Ilim, not
a4 man of them durst toueh Him, *Why have you

-not brought Him? * they asked. ¢ We have heard Him

talk,’ they said. fNever man spake like this Man.'
And facing Pilate, cold and observant. What sayesl
‘I find no fault in Him.’
Iad he looked? Yes, with microscopic eye, with the
gaze of 2 wman that missed what he expected to find,
and who went back to look again to make doubly sure.
Fle looked for spots, and pronounced Him spotless.
He looked for faults, and pronounced Him fauliless,
Oh, yes, he looked, ¢ Behold, the Man. Pilate had
never seen o Man Dbefore. All that he knew were
bul puppets. Again think of His mental life; that
finely poised judgment of His. He always lived in a
whirlwind., IIis enemies laid their traps to catch Him,
































































